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Diamond duo
still dancing!

ALMOST 64 years after first meeting

at the tender ages of 16 and 13 respec-
tively, Coalburn couple Alex and Annie
Williams are this week celebrating their
Diamond Wedding Anniversary.

Alex (80) and 76-year-old Annie, of
Manse View, continue to live happily
together six decades after getting hitched.
“My mum and dad met at the Victoria
Hall dancing in Coalburn in 1947,” said
daughter Grace McCall.

“It was my mum’s auntie Flo and her
friend Maggie Reid who ran the dances at
that time.

“Although the dancing was strictly for
over 16s, my mum went along at the age
of 13 to help with the organisation.

“And, as things turned out, it proved to
be a very good decision!”

It was clearly love at first sight for the
couple, who had a great evening at the
dancing and then began to see each other
regularly.

They courted for four years before they
were married by Rev W Campbell at
Coalburn Church in February 2, 1951.
Alex — who was originally from Auchen-
heath before living in Kirkmuirhill — was
brought up in his childhood years by his
sister Grace.

He and Annie have been inseparable ever
since that first meeting in 1947 and ended
up having nine of a family - five boys
and four girls.

Alex worked locally as a miner for several
years, as he put in long hours to support
his large family as its sole breadwinner.
In his latter working life, Alex also did la-
bouring for a building company for a few
years before leaving due to ill health.
Before she got married, Annie — who was
raised in Coalburn — was employed as a
housemaid at a property in Milngavie.
Although she couldn’t work for several
years due to her commitments trying to
raise nine children, latterly Annie worked
as a domestic and nursing assistant at
Birkwood Hospital in Lesmahagow.

Alex and Annie now have eight surviving
children (son Billy died in April 2009), 22
grandchildren and 21 great-grandchil-
dren.

To commemorate their remarkable 60
years together, several family and friends
were invited to join Alex and Annie at a
celebration dinner in Hollandbush Golf
Club.
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Lasting legacy...Geordie Clark’s final gift will let other youngsters enjoy the fun that Tinto pupils Stuart Affleck and Arlene Black, pictured
here with George (right) and Lamington colleague Tom Martin (left), enjoyed in the Clyde in the Classroom Project

L) By RON HARRIS

HE legacy left by a

I legendary Upperward

countryman is to live
on for decades to come in the
waters of the River Clyde he
loved so much.

It is also very much a living
legacy, in terms of both the fish in
that river and the human beings
for whom, like George ‘Geordie’
Clark, angling was more a way of

life than just a sport.

When Geordie died far too
young last year at the age of just
67, the aisles at his funeral were
packed with family, fellow anglers
and friends who all knew they
were saying farewell to someone
special and that the Clyde’s rural
stretch had lost a great champion.

It couldn’t have been more fit-
ting, then, that it was decided that
the amazing total of £1200 given at
the collection at his funeral service
would go to a project very, very
close to Geordie’s heart.

The money was donated to
Clyde in the Classroom, a scheme
run by the Clyde River Foundation
with the dual aim of introducing
youngsters in our rural schools
to the ecology and fishing of the
Clyde and helping re-stock that
waterway through pupils rearing

Many happy moments...inseparable
couple Annie and Alex Williams

Schools are not on a budget

DESPITE the huge budget cuts at South
Lanarkshire Council there was a chink
of light as it emerged that the school
modernisation programme will continue
to progress.

Last year it was feared that the pro-
gramme would have to be put on hold
and there was a threat of a number of
school closures or mergers

However, at the council’s most recent
executive committee meeting, an amend-
ed programme was agreed.

This means that over the next five
years 27 primary schools in Clydesdale
will either be re-built or re-furbished.

Council leader Eddie McAvoy wel-
comed the new schedule.

He said: “Itis a busy time for education
in South Lanarkshire and the fact that all
of our primary schools will be rebuilt or
refurbished over the next few years, de-
spite the tough financial climate, is testa-
ment to the importance we place on our
young people.”

Currently four schools in Clydesdale
are under construction and are due to
open in the near future.

These are the new St Mary’s Primary
in Lanark, High Mill Primary and Vic-
toria Park Schools in Carluke and Bent
Primary in Boghead.

This year work will begin on the new
Blackwood and Coulter Primary schools
while next year primary schools in Car-
stairs Junction, Lamington and Coalburn
will be re-built.

Lanark Primary will also be re-built
while work on refurbishing Leadhills
Primary will also begin next year.

Carstairs Primary School will be rebuilt
in 2013 as will a new St John’s Primary

fish from eggs in readiness for re-
leasing them into the river.

Essentially, the project has, for
some years now, not only been
introducing new generations of
fish to the rural Clyde but also the
new generations of conservors and
anglers to follow in Geordie’s foot-
steps.

Clyde champion...Geordie

And, although he couldn’t have
known it, among the first school-
children to benefit from his legacy
was one of his own grandchildren,
Logan Meikle, one of the Biggar
Primary P6 class taking part with
Wiston Primary pupils in the latest
Clyde in the Classroom breeding
programme.

Geordie’s three other grand-
children at Biggar Primary, Lyle
Godfrey of P4 and P1 pupils Olivia
Godfrey and Louis Meikle will also
eventually benefit from the final
tribute to their grandad, who hailed
from Coulter and who worked as a
gamekeeper and in other outdoor,
rural jobs which made him, in the

AN ANGLING ANGEL

words of close friend, “very much
a countryman, in every sense”.

He was a mainstay of the reas-
suringly old-fashioned sounding
Lamington and District Angling
Improvement Association being, at
the time of his death, its long-serv-
ing treasurer.

That close friend — and fellow
Association officebearer — Maggie
Martin commented of the legacy:
“If Geordie is looking down from
above today, he would be abso-
lutely delghted with they way the
money was spent.

“He was one of those people who
would help anyone the instant he
was asked. Anyone looking for ad-
vice knew Geordie would always
give it or assist in some way.

“Anyone coming into Biggar on
the day of his funeral and looking
around streets must have won-
dered where everyone had gone;
they were at Geordie Clark’s funer-
al. That’s how popular he was.”

The Improvement Association
does what it says on the tin and
Geordie spent practically a life-
time helping to carry out that aim
of protecting and developing the
Clyde fishing stretches, especially
the nine miles between the Boat
Brig at Thankerton and the Bower
Pool at Roberton it leases.

He was also a prime mover in the
campaign against plans to create a
huge quarry at Overburns, some-
thing the Association and Geordie
were convinced would do cataclys-
mic damage to the ecology of the
river they were sworn to protect.

Sadly, Geordie died before that
issue was settled but his help in
getting the anti-quarrying cam-
paign moving is widely credited
with being invaluable by objectors.

Talking of Geordie’s legacy was
another one of his many friends,
Clyde River Foundation’s Catch-
ment Manager Dr Willie Yeomans.

He said: “It was an incredible act
of generosity and selflessness that
George Clark and his family asked
for the collection at his funeral to
go to the Foundation. It has hon-
estly left me speechless.

“We decided to honour Geordie
by using the money to part-fund
three further classes to take part
in the Clyde in the Classroom ini-
taive. Thanks to this, 75 additional
children were able to take part.

“We think Geordie would ap-
prove of this as he was very sup-
portive of both the Foundation and
this particular cause. We are also
very grateful to his widow Nancy
and family for encouraging us to
pursue this idea. It's going to be
very strange for us working on the
Lamington stretch of river without
Geordie being there — but we will
never forget him.”

He added: “Geordie was a stal-
wart of the Lamington and District
Angling Improvement Association
and a man who gave freely of his
vast knowledge and experience
of the river to anglers and us sci-
entists alike. Geordie was a great
advert for Clydesdale and it was a
huge loss when he died.”

He said that Geordie’s many an-
gling friends had already celebrat-
ed his life and work with a memo-
rial plaque at one of his favourite
spots, the Wolfclyde Bridge.

Perhaps the most telling thing
said about Geordie Clark by those
who knew him was in his obituary
on the Association’s website: “It
can be said that he had Clyde wa-
ter running through his veins.”

Man hit by train

A MAN is recovering in hospital after be-
ing hit by a train on Saturday afternoon.

Police and ambulance crews were called
to the scene just after 4pm on Saturday
after the man was struck at the Cleghorn
level crossing.

He was taken to hospital where he is
described as being in a stable condition.

Clydesdale chief inspector Colin
Murphy spoke to the Gazette regarding the
incident.

He said: “Once officers and ambulance
staff had arrived on the scene the man was
quickly taken to hospital.

“We have been conducting enquiries
intitially on behalf of the British Transport
Police.

“Thankfully the injuries that the man
sustained from the incident do not appear
to be life threatening.”

RESTAURANT
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FIFTY FIVE
55 High Street, Biggar ML12 6DA
01899 229255

www.restaurantfiftyfive.com

ST VALENTINE’S WEEKEND
Monday, February 14

Enjoy a romantic evening at Restaurant 55
You'll be greeted with a glass of bubbly and a single red rose

A special 4 course meal will be available Friday, February
11th to Monday 14th 6pm - 9gpm

£28 per person

Please let us know which menu you prefer on booking:
Dinner Menu or St Valentine's Menu

Tuesday 5pm - 9pm,
Wednesday to Saturday 12pm/2.30p & 5pm - gpm

Due to popular demand 55 will now open for
SUNDAY LUNCH 12 noon - 3pm

Monday Closed

For further information please contact
Manager: Luca Floris
Head Chef: John Dale
CAIRNS AT FIFTY FIVE LTD

Kings

KITCHENS BATHROOMS

SALE NOW ON
-

Nermal Retall Pricd

£1,457.65

King's Bathrooms Supply Only.

REDUCTIONS
on selected &

900mm Quadrant Shower Enclosure & Tray
550mm Washbasin & Semi Pedestal - 1 tap hole
Close Coupled WC Pan & Seat

Monobloc Basin Mixer

Exposed Shower Valve, Slide Rail, Hose & Handset

71 Clyde Street, Carluke ¢ Tel: 01555 770847
www.kingskitchens-bathrooms.co.uk

Suite Includes: [ r"///

Time to rebuild...Lanark Primary

School in Blackwood. Work will start on
a new Stablestone Primary, a new Forth
Primary and a refurbishment of Kirkton
Primary School during 2013.

In 2014 work will start on a brand new
Carnwath Primary and a new Libberton
Primary as well as the refurbishment of
New Lanark Primary.

Carnwath Parent Council chairwoman
Julie Forrest said: “It’s a really big relief
that the new school is now going to be
built. I'm sure it will be a really big boost
to the staff and the children.

“The new school will give the children
more modern facilities and I'm sure it
will be a better working environment for
the staff as well.

“In the past year the parent council
has bought six new digital projectors for
the school but facilities like that will be
standard in the new school as well as
things such as SMARTboards.

“There was a time where we didn’t
think it was going to happen and we

were a bit fearful but thankfully it has
been sorted and I'm sure the staff and
children will look forward to it.”

Underbank, Auchengray and Braid-
wood Primaries will also be re-built.

Crawford, Abington, Biggar and Wal-
ston Primary Schools will also be rebuilt
with work starting during 2015 and in
2016 the refurbishment of Tinto Primary
will complete the programme, although
work on Crawfordjohn Primary has been
suspended pending the outcome of an
archaeological review.

The future of the entire programme
was put in jeopardy in October last year
when a council civil war erupted over
the level of cuts proposed.

The schools were only saved following
further meetings of the executive com-
mittee.

Clydesdale MSP Karen Gillon said:
“I'm absolutely delighted that the pro-
gramme is continuing because the ben-
efits are massive to the pupils and staff
at these new schools.

“We want our children to have the
best possible start in life and providing
a better environment for them to learn is
important with better IT capabilities and
other systems.

“There was always concern that the
remainder of the programme may have
to be scrapped.

“That could have meant that some of
the smaller schools would have been
forced to close.

“Thankfully and even in these tough
economic times the council has managed
to save the programme and it deserves a
huge amount of credit for doing so.”

ROSS THOMSON

STACKS OF CHOICE

With hundreds of different frames instore and over 2,000 styles available online, you'll
have plenty of choice at Specsavers. With 50 new styles added to our range every
two months, you're sure to find a style that suits you. We offer fashionable styles at
affordable prices, with glasses from just £25 to the latest designer styles from £99. That
includes exclusive collections from designers such as Jasper Conran, French Connection,
FCUK®, Osiris and Red or Dead.

Book a free eye examination or buy glasses online at specsavers.co.uk

'I'HERMAI. IMAGING SU RVEY

In order to demonsirate the
energy wasted in Clydesdale

8 and to better defermine the best
to tackle the issue, we are

loo ing fo commission a fhermq}
imaging survey on a variely of
hougeh?ﬂds thrc):ughout ﬂ"le?r,ec.

This  would work  most
effectively on a street by street
or community wide basis.

®

Specsavers

If you would be interested in - o of &
seeinﬁ how energy efficient ::'ﬂ_:::'ﬂ: of m!mm,:

your home is from a different Call : 01555 663105

* perspective and can get others
| in your community interested,
please get in contact today.

Lanark 51 High Street. Tel: 01555 661 166

Email: info@fovc.org.uk
or Text: Thermal to 0777 165 7099

Stahndard PENJAX single vision lenses. Other lenses and Extra Options available at an additional charge. ©2010 Specsavers Optical Group. All
rights reserved.




